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OPEN SCHOOLING 

     

 

THE WORLD IS A CLASSROOM FOR STUDENTS 
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The idea of Open Schooling   

There are  currently  numerous education  reform initiatives in Europe as  policy

makers  try  to make  schools  more  effective    and  provide  students with 

an  education  that  prepares  them  for  life  in  the  21st  century. 

"Open Schooling" is when schools, in cooperation with other stakeholders, 

become an agent of their local community and a promoter of well-being. Families 

should be encouraged to become real partners in school life and activities. 

Professionals from enterprises, the civil sector and wider society should be 

actively be involved in bringing authentic projects into the classroom.    
 

THE MODEL OF OPEN SCHOOLING 
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What is an Open School? 

 

 

An Open School is a more engaging environment for learning, it makes a vital 

contribution to the community: student projects meet real needs in the community 

outside of school and draw upon local expertise and experience. 

Open Schooling is when schools and students collaborate on real-life 

projects with different organisations and professionals from the world of 

business and entrepreneurship. This means, offering young students long-

term and authentic real-life projects in which the students work with 

entrepreneurial resources in the community. They acquire entrepreneurial 

capacity and develop a business mindset through direct involvement and 

hands-on practice.  

The missions are real and the students have to work through real 

challenges. 
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The Open School Environment: Trends and Guiding Ideas 

The idea of Open Schooling: Schools are being asked to increase the quality of 

education, notably by providing more students than ever with advanced skills and 

the ability to be flexible thinkers and problem solvers. 

Schools as Core Social Centers: The school comes to enjoy widespread 

recognition as the most effective defence against social fragmentation and a crisis 

of values. There is a strong sense of schooling as a public good and a marked 

upward shift in the general status and level of support for schools. 

Schools as Focused Learning Organizations: Schools are revitalized through a 

strong knowledge agenda, with far‐reaching implications for individual 

institutions and for the system as a whole. The academic, artistic, and  competence 

development goals are paramount; experimentation and innovation are the norm. 

Curriculum specialisms flourish, as do innovative forms of assessment and skills 

recognition. 

 

Developing the Open Schooling Culture:  Schools will be transformed into 

innovative ecosystems, that will act as shared sites of science learning for which 

leaders, teachers, students and the local community share responsibility, over 

which they share authority, and from which they all benefit through the increase of 

their communities’ science capital and the development of responsible  citizenship. 



                          SBA Project 2019-1-UK01-KA201-061379 has been funded with support from the European Union. This  
                                document and all its content  reflect the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held 
                                responsible for any use which  may be made of the  information contained therein. 
 
                               Reference: Open Schools for Open Societies, EU Horizon 2020, 741572                                 

 

Characteristics of the Open Schools 

Promotes collaboration with both formal and informal education providers, 

enterprises and civil society, to ensure relevant and meaningful engagement of all 

societal actors with science to increase the uptake of science studies and science 

based careers, employability and competitiveness. 

Supports  Schools  to  become  an  agent  of  community  well‐being. 

Promotes partnerships  that  foster  expertise,  networking,  sharing  and   

applying  science  and technology research findings and that bring real-life       

projects to the classroom. 

Focuses  on effective  parental engagement. The Open  Schooling Model  

builds  on  the  notion  of  science  capital  of  students’  families.  

Teaching  science  for  difference:  Gender  Issues.  

Instructional  methods  that  foster  students'  understanding  while   

decreasing  competitiveness  in  science  classes  might  contribute  to  girls'  

participation and performance in advanced science classes while also supporting

the learning of manyboys. The Open Schooling approach recommends replacing

the   competitive type classroom  environment  by   a  more  girl  friendly  inst-

ructional  approach  in  which  enough  time  and  conditions are given to think,  

inquire, and understand thoroughly. 

This could be accomplished by sharing ideas, debating, asking questions and 

analyzing data in small groups of students  who work in a collaborative manner. 
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Design Features of the Open School Activities 

In the framework of the project the proposed activities will have the 

following four characteristics. They must be: 

 

Placed: The activity is located, either physically or virtually, in a world that the 

student recognizes and is seeking to understand. 

Purposeful: The activity feels authentic, it absorbs the student in actions of 

practical and intellectual value and fosters a sense of agency. 

Passion‐led: The activity enlists the outside passions of both students and 

teachers, enhancing engagement by encouraging students to choose areas of 

interest which matter to them. 

Pervasive: The activity enables the student to continue learning outside the 

classroom, drawing on family members, peers, local experts, and online 

references as sources of research and critique. 

 

          These four criteria can serve as  a useful checklist for teachers to help them 

formulate their learning designs, but also suggest what a science classroom and a 

school as an organization needs to offer to become moreengaging in itself: a place‐

based curriculum, purposeful projects, passion‐led teaching and learning,and 

pervasive opportunities for research and constructive challenge. 

 

 


